Texvoloywko Navenotpio Kompou
ZxoAn Emotnuwyv Yyeiog

TuApa NoonAegutikng

AIAAKTOPIKH AIATPIBH

O anoy el twv npontuytakwv ¢ottntwv voonAeutikig Kompou kai EAAadag
yla TNV eKnaidguon toug o€ oxEon HE TNV achAAELd TwV acOevwv.

Mapia Anpntplradou

Mé£An ZupBouAeuTtikng Emitponig
Ap Mamnaotavpou Eupldikn, AvamAnpwtpla Kabnyntpla (EmPAénovoa)
Ap MepkoUpn¢ Avaotaotlog, AvamAnpwtnc Kabnyntnig

Ap Xapahapumoug Avdpéag, Emikoupog KaBnyntrig

Nepeoog, AeképPBplog 2021



TEXNOAOTIKO NANEMIZTHMIO KYNPOY
2XOAH ENIZTHMAQN YTEIAZ
TMHMA NOZHAEYTIKHZ

EKNMONH2H AIAAKTOPIKHZ AIATPIBH2

OLanoyPeLg twv nportuxtakwyv ¢ottntwv voonAeutikng KOmpou kot EAAadag yia
NV eknaidevon toug o€ oxéon UE TNV achalela Twv acOevwv.

Mapia Anuntpladou

ANEMEZOZ, AsképPBplog, 2021



‘Evtumo €ykplong
Awsaktopikn Statppn

OLanoyPeLg twv nportuxtakwyv ¢gottntwv voonAeutikng Kompou kot EAAadag yia
™V eKnaideuon Toug o€ oxEon HE TNV achAaAeLa Twv acOevwv

Mapouoldotnke oo
Mapia Anuntpladou
EruBAEnwy kaBnyntng: Ap Namaotavpou Eupudikn, AvamAnpwtpla Kabnyntpla

Yroypadn

MéAog erutpomnng: Ap MitAettov Nikog AvarmAnpwtr¢ Kabnyntng

Yroypadn

MéAog emitpomnng: Ap KaAokatpivou ABnva, Kabnyntpla

Yrioypadn

TexvoAoyiko Navenotipio Kinpou

Nepeoog, AeképPplog, 2021



Mvevpatika Sitkawporta
Copyright © Mapia Anuntptadou, 2021
Me emipUAagn mavtog dSikatwpatog. All rights reserved.

H éykpon tng Oudaktoplkng StatpPig amd to TuApa NoONAEUTIKAC Tou
TexvoAoylkoU MNavemnotnuiov Kumpou Sev umodnAwvel amapattitwe Kot arnodoxn
TWV anmoYP WV Tou ocuyypadea ek HEPOUC Tou TUAUATOG.



EYXAPIZTIEZ

OepuoTEPEC gvxaploTieg otnv emBAEnovoa kabnyntpLad pou, Ap Mamnactavpou Eupubikn, yla
™V KaBodnynon tng, TN CUUMAPACTACH KAl TNV UTIOMOVH TNG otV OAoKARpwaon autol Tou
Tafl6loU Kal tnv  emiteuén tou MpoowrikoU Hou otoxou. Emiong, Ba nBela va skdppdow
Wblaitepeg euxaplotieg otov avamAnpwtn kadnyntn, Ap Avaotdolo Mepkoupn, yla Tn CUVEXN
KOl YEVWWOLOS WP CUUPBOUAEUTIKN TTapoucia Tou Kal Tnv evBappuven Tou pou Ttapeixe, n onola
Atav KaBoploTikr yla tnv uAomoinon tng €peuvag,. EMutAéov, €uxaploTw TOV QAVATANPWTA

KaBnyntn, Ap Avipéa XapaAGUIOUG, yla T cUVELOGOPA TOU KOL TNV EYKAPSLO UTTOOTHPLEN.

Oa ftav mopdAewpr) HOU VO PNV EUXAPLOTHOW YEVIKA OAOUC, OL OTmololL €UUECA KAl QUECA
ouvéBaAav otnv oAOKANPWON TNG, OMWE Toug BLBALOONKOVOUOUG TOU TUNUATOG VOGNAEUTLKAG,
ouvadEADOUC KAl CUVEPYATEC TOU TUAMOTOS Kot BePailwg Toug ¢oltnNTEG VOONAEUTIKAG Yo TNV

POOU N CUUUETOXN TOUC KOl GUBOAN TOUC OTNV £peuva.

T€Aog, 6ev Ba pmopouoa va PNV EUXAPLOTHOW TNV OLKOYEVELA pou Kat tdlaitepa Tov oU{UYOo LoU
yla TNV QUELWTN CUPTAPAOTOCH, TNV Katavonon Kal Tnv MoAUTAEUpn oTAPLEA TOU Katd TN

SlLapkeLla Twv omoudwv pou.



Aplépwon

H UEAETN aplepwVETAL O OAOUG TOUG (POLTNTEC VOONAEUTIKIG TTOU EXOUV OQV OTOXO, UECH ATTO
TNV TPOTTTUXLAKN TOUG EKTALOEUTN, Vo TTETUYOUV Eva UYNAD (pACUA LKAVOTATWY, UE EMIyvwon
vt tn ooBapotnta Tou poAou Touc¢ atnv poaywyn ¢ Aopalsiac AcGevwv.



NEPINHWH

Eloaywyn: ITi¢ HEPEC pag, N acddalela Twv acbevwv (AA) Bpiloketal PnAd oTIC TPOTEPALOTNTEC
TwvV EBvikwv Zuotnuatwy Yyeiag. OLvoonAeuTEG £XOUV Evav onUAVTIKO poAo va Stadpapaticouv
otn dtaodpaAion kal otn BeAtiwon tng AA. QoTd00, UTIAPXOUV CTOLXELD TTOU SLATLOTWVOUV OTL N
AA 6&v EVOWUATWVETAL ETAPKWG OTA TIPOTTUXLOKA TIPOYPAUMOTA OTIOUSWY VOONAEUTLKAG.
Juvenwg, autd &ev BonBd tou¢ ¢GOLTNTEC VO QTTOKTAOOUV ETMLOTNHUOVIKEG YVWOELS KoL Vol
oVamTUEOUV LOXUPEG LKAVOTNTEG, TIPOKELUEVOU va SlaodaAiocouv TV aoddAela Twv acBevwv

Ka®’ 6An tn SLAPKELA TNG EMOAYYEALATIKAG TOUG LwNC.

ZKOMOG: IKOTOG TNG MEAETNG elval n Slepelivnon TwV AMOYPEWY TWV TIPOTITUXLOKWY POoLTNTWV
vOonAguTIKAG otnVv KUmpo kat tnv EAAGSa o€ oX€on LLE TIG YVWOELG, TIC OTAOELS Kal TG Se€L0TNTEG
mou €xouv AABeL yla tnv aodaiela acbBevwv péoa amo tnv eknaibevon toug. Emumpocbeta,
HEAETWVTOL Kal ol anoPelg Twv poltntwy oe oxéon Ue T mapaleipelg dpovtidag, oL omoieg

EVIAOOOVTAL 0TO BewpPNTIKO TTAALCLO TWV VOCOKOUELAKWVY AaBwV.

Me0Bodoloyia: AkoAouBnBnke UIKTOU TUTIOU OXEOLAOUOG. APXLKA, €YLVE QVAAUON KELEVWY
(mpoypdppata ormoudwy, mMepLypappata, EBVIKEG Kal EUpwWTAIKEG VOUOBEDieg). TNV CUVEXELQ,
€ywve avaokomnnon BiBAoypadiag, pe Baon tnv omoia amodaciotnke kot akoAouBrnBnke
TEPLYPAPLKOG-OUYKPLTIKOG oXeSLAOUOC, Kal Ta dedopéva ouveAEynoav UE €PWTNHUATOAOYLA
YVWOEWV KOl OTACEWV, TO OTOL0 EUTTAOUTIOTNKE KL LLE TIOLOTIKA otolyeia. To delypa anotéAeocav
OloL oL mpomtuxlakol ¢oltNTEG VOONAEUTIKAG TPLTOU KoL TETAPTOU €TOUG OAWV  TWV
TaVeNMLoTNUiwy, to omoia mpoodEépouv TPoypappaTa omoudwv VOonAeuTtikng otnv Kompo
(n=229) onmwg kalL evog mavemotnuiov otnv EAAGSa (n=381). XpnowuomowBnkav: a) To
gpwtnuatoAoylo Health Professional Education Survey Safety Patient (H-PEPSS) 34-6nAwoswyv,
To omoio afloAoyouoe TIG amoPelS TWV GOLTNTWV YL TIG YVWOELG TIOU €XOUV OTTOKTHOEL OTLC
aiBouvoeg OldackaAiag (Oewpntikd meplBdMov) Kkat KAWL doknon. OL O6nAwoelg
KaTaveUnOnkav og 7 LKAVOTNTEG, OL 6 amO OQUTEG avadEPOVTIAV OTILC KOLVWVIKOTIOALTIOTLKEG
lkavotnTteg Kal 1 otnv kKAwik aoddlela (texvikég 6eflotnteg) kat B) to 23-dnAwoewv

epwtnuatoloylo Health Care Professionals Patient safety Assessment Curriculum survey



(HPPSACS), oto omoio Siepeuvartal n otaon Kot oL Se€Lotnteg o€ Oépata aopalelag aobevwy Kot
V) EpwtnuatoAdyLo mou avantuxbnke yla Toug oKoTouG TNEG LEAETNG KAl TIEPIAGUBAVE aVOLKTOU
Kall KAELOTOU TUTIOU €PWTAHATA TTOU OTOXevav va avadeifouv to Bpa twv mapadeiPewyv Twv
voonAeutikwv dppovtidwyv va StepeuvnBel TL avtilappavovtav ol poltnTteG wg mapdaAewdn kat
TloloL Uropetl va elvat ot Adyol Kal oleg ol ekPacelg toug, B€tovtag o kivbuvo tnv AA. MNa T
OTATLOTIKI) aVAAUGCN £PAPUOOTNKAV N TIOUPAPETPLKEG SOKLUAOLES, OwG N dokiuacia Wilcoxon
signed-rank test, yia tov éAeyxo tn¢ Stadopd¢ Twv HEOCWV TIHWV PETAEL Twv SUO XWPWV
eknaidevong (aiBovoeg ddaokaAiog— KAWLk doknon) kat n Sokiuacio Mann-Whitney test, yla
Tov €Aeyxo TNG SLadopdc TwV PECWY TILWV TWV KALLAKWY HETAEL Twv SUo xwpwv (Kumpog —
EANGSQ), OTwG Kal yia Tn cUyKpLon Twv dU0 eTwv omoudwv. MNa tnv enefepyacia TwWV MOLOTIKWV
6ebopévwv Tou mpoékuPav amod TOU QVOLKTOU TUTIOU E€PWTAHATA Yl TO ALVOUEVO TWV

napaleiPewv xpnoonotndnke avaluon neplexopévou (content analysis).

AnoteAéopata: H avaluon kelpévwy €xel Seifel otL ta Bépata acddlelag aocbevwv dev
Si6dokovtal fekaBopa KOl OUOTNUOTIKA O HABNUA OTA TPOYPAUMOTH OToudwv, &Vw
napatnpeitol EAAewn KOWOTIKWY H KATEUOUVTAPLWY YPAUUWY OXETIKA UE TO WG Ba IPEMEeL va
eloaxBel ta BEpata aoddAelag aobevwy oto avaAuTiko ipoypappa. H ormoladnnote avadopd
otnv AA ywotav €UUECA, EUMEPLIKAELOVTOG TOV Opo «aOPAAELA» OTOUG HABONOLOKOUG OTOXOUC
n/kat otn dhocodia Tou pabriuatog. ZVUdwva PE TNV AUTOOELOAOYNCN TWV GOLTNTWY yLa TIG
YVWOELG TTOU €XOUV AQPBEL 08 GUYKEKPLUEVEG LKAVOTNTEG, UPNASTEPA SNAWONKAV OTNV «KALVIKN
aoddAela» Kot xapunAotepa otnv «opadikn epyacior. OL amoPels Twv GoLtNTWV YL TLIG YVWOELG
TIOU €Xouv AABel OXETIKA He TNV AA gpdavioTnKav OTATIOTIKA OnUavTikd upnAotepeg otn
SbaokaAia ot aibouoeg SidaokaAiag (LEoog 0pog (Mo = 4,0), oe oUYKPLON WE TNV KALWVLKA
SibaokaAia (no=3,7) (kAipaka 1-5) (p <0,001). Ze oxéon pe TIC amoPelg Twv KUmplwv Kal
EAaSiTwVv polTtnTwV yLa TIG YVWOELG TTOU £XOUV ATIOKTHOEL OTIG aiBouoeg StdaokaAiag kot KALVLKA
aoknon, kataypddnkov OTATIOTIKA onUAvIKEG Sladopéc petafl twv KOmplwv Kol Twv
EMaditwv ¢oltntwv oe OAeG TIC LKAVOTNTEG, Me Ttoug KUmploug ¢oltntég va avadEpouv
udnAdtepo eninedo yvwoewv (aibBouvoeg dtdaokaAiiag po=4.3 - kKAwikn StdaokaAia po= 4.1) ot

ox€on pe toug EAaditeg pottntég (aiBouoeg StdaokaAiag po=3.7 - kKAwvikr StdaokaAia po=3.4)



(p<0.001). Ocov adopd OTIC OTACELS, TO XaUnAdtepo eninedo cupdwviag avadpépdnke otnv
«apvnon» (L€oog 6pog 2.1) (kKAipaka 1-5), dnAadn ol poltnTég elxav OeTIk oTAON O OXEON UE
™V avadopd AaBoug rou €xouv SEL ) TTOU £XOUV KAVEL AKOUA KoL av Sev mpokaAeoe BAAPN, evw
TiloTtevayv OTL Ta TEPLOCOTEPA AAON odeiloviav o€ KATAOTACELS YLO TIC OTIOLEG O EMAYYEALOTLOG
Ba umopouoe va KAVEL KATL. TN oUykplon HeTall twv dUo xwpwv, dev BpEOnKe OTATLOTIKA
onuavtiky Stagpopd (Kumpog po=2.4, EAAaSa po=2.3, p<0.05), aAAa daivetal va UTIApXEL
OTATLOTIKA onuavtikn Stadopd avapeoa ota £tn onouvdwv (3° €tog=2.2, 4° £€10¢=2.5,p<0.001).
Jupdwva pe Tig anoPelg Twv dpottntwy, ol SpaoctnpLotntes ppovtidag mou avadépbnkav va
napoaAeinovrav adopovoav tnv acpain dpovtida, TIC PACIKEG AVAYKEG, TNV EMIKOVWVIA, TO
oeBaopo Kol aglompenela Kal tTnv afloAdynon avaykwv. Q¢ mapayovteg mou cupBarlouy otnv
gudavion Twv ocuppaviwy ntav n adiadopia, n ENEWPNG YWWOEWY, N UNTOOTEAEXWON KAl O
doptoC epyaciag. TENOG, o€ OXEDN UE TIC EMUTTWOELG TTOU UTTOPOUV va 08Ny oouV oL tapaAeieLg
dpovtidag, BEtovtag oe kivbuvo tnv AA, Atav ol evOovoSOKOUELAKEG AOLUWEEL, N avénon
voonpoTNTOG Kal BvnoludtnTag Kat n apvnTik PuxoAoyikr, cuvaLoONUOTIKI) KATAoTOon Kol

HELWMEVN LKOVOTIOLNON TOU XPROTN OO TIG UTINPECLEC LYELQG.

Zulntnon: H AA otnv voonAeuTikn eknaideuvon PBploKeToL 0TO MAPOAOCKAVLO TTAPA TIG CUCTAOELG
¢ teAevtaiag Sekaetiog amo diddopoug supwrnaikoug kot dlebveic popeic. H aodalela
aoBevwy daivetal va amotelel éva emouolwdeg Bépa otn voonAeuTtikni ekmaibevon kat otig SUo
XWpPEeC. ELpnUa to onolo eivat cupPwvo Kal pe Ttn mpoodatn BLBAoypadia. Emiong, Ta eupriuata
™G LEAETNG uTtoypappilouv TN Sdadopd otig anoPelg Twv GoLTNTWVY YLA TG YVWOELG TTOU €XOUV
AaBetl petall tng dibaokaAiog otig aibouoeg kal TNV KAWIKA SL6aoKAAl O GUYKEKPLUEVEG
LKAVOTNTEG TIOU Ttpodyouv TNV acddlela acBsvwv. Ta €upApOTO ATMOTEAOUV QVTLKELMEVO
TMPOPBANUATIONOU WG TPOE TN ouvepyacia, Kol tnv aAANAEVOEeTn ox€on tou akadnpaikou
(BewpntikoL) Kat KAWVIKOU xwpou. EmumpocBeta, Stamotwvetal otL n StdaokaAia TwV KAWVIKWY
IKOVOTATWV O€ OXEon ME TNV KAWLIKY aodAAELD UTIEPTEPOUV TWV KOLVWVIKOTIOALTIOTLKWY
LKOVOTATWV. AUTO dnuloupyel €va €viovo TPOPANUATIONO OTNV aKOSNUAIKI) KOWOTNTA TIWE
Bépata 6nwe n opadikétnTa, N avayvwplon kat N avadopd cupBAaviwy, oL 0pyavwTIKOL Kal

ovOpWMLVOL TTAPAYOVTEG, AMoucLA{oUV O CNUOVTIKO BaBuo amd ta avoAUTIKA TIPOTITUXLAKA



TIPOYPAUMOTA OTOUSWV Twv SU0 XWPWV, UTOSELKVUOVTAG OTL TA TOPOVIA TPOYPAUUAT
ormoudwv aduvatolv va mpodyouv TNV avtiAnPn tng AA wg éva TTOAUTIOPAYOVTLKO Kol
SlemayyeApatiko {Atnua. O poltntég, emiong, £8el&av va ival evaloBnTomolnUévoL Kot £XouV
g Betikn otdon avadopdg tou AdBoug, mapoAo mou audlopfntoloav TNV cUVELoHOPA TwWV
ouoTNUATWY avadopadg otn ueiwon LeAAovTikwy AaBwv. TEAoG, Sltadavnke OTL oL GoLTNTEG KATA
TNV KAWVIKN TOUG AoKnon ektiBevtal o meplotatika napaAeiPewv g ppovtidag, ta onoia Ba

pUmopouoayv va EMOPACOUV OTNV EMAYYEALOTLKA KOLWVWVLKOTIOLNGN TOUC OTO EMAYYEAUQL.

Tuunépacpa: Ta supnuata TG HEAETNG UTTOSELKVUOUV OTL TA TTAPOVTIA MPOYPAUA OTIOUSWV
aduvartouv va npowbnoouv TN BeATlwEVN anmodoon otov Topéa TG AA WG TTOAUTIOPAYOVTIKO
Kall SLemayyeAHaTiko {tnua. To EupAUaTa UTTOPoUV va CUUBAAOUY oTnV eEEUPEDN OTPATNYLKWV
nmou Ba evioxUoOOUV TIG HABNOLOKEG SPACTNPLOTNTEG KATAVONONG KAl KPLTIKAG a§LOAOYNnong
KOTOOTAOEWV TIOU BeATIwvVouV TNV AA LE TNV AOKTNON TWV OXETIKWY YVWOEWYV, OTACEWV KOl
de€lotntwv. H oupmepiAnyn EekdBapwyv eupwnaikwv odnylwv Kal MoALTkwy Ba pnmopolvoav va
EMNPEAOCOUV O€ HOKPO eminedo (ekmaidevon), péoo (opydvwong akadnuaikou Kal KALVIKOU
XWPOU) KAl UIKPO eMIMedo (amOKTNON LKOVOTATWY) TNV OMOTEAECUATIKOTNTA TNG VOONAEUTIKNG
eknaidevong. Emiong, katw amd tov kivbuvo amodoxng tou dalvopévou twv mapaAeiPewv
oS EIKVUETAL OTL OL TIPWTOBOUALEC yla TNV AVATTTUEN LKAVOTHTWY yla TNV aopaAela aoBevwy
TPETEL VA ylvovTal avTIANTITEG 000 TILO VWPLE YIVETOL KOTA TNV TIPOTITUXLOKN EKMaideuon Kot
elOIKOTEPA OTNV TPWTN €modr] HE TOV KAWIKO Xwpo. H éykaipn €umAokn twv ¢oltnTtwv
VOONAEUTIKAG HE Ta BEpata aodpalelag acBevwy ota apxLlkd oTddla Twv oToudwv Toug, EXEL
ONUAVTLKO QVTIKTUTIO OTNV avamntuén Kot tn Stapopdwon Lakpoxpovias KouAtoupag yio tnv AA
pHEoa amo tnv enitevén aAlaywv cuunepldopdg mou amattouvtal yia va BeAtlwOel n AA péow
oAAaywVv oTo GUCTNHA.

NE€eLg eupnTnpLapoV: Aopalsla acBevwy, TPOMTUXLAKA VOONAEUTLKA EKMai&EVON, LKAVOTNTEG,

YVWOELG, OTAOELS , OEELOTNTEC, POLTNTEG VOONAEUTIKAG.
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ABSTRACT
Background: Patient safety (PS) is currently high on the priorities of National Health Systems

worldwide. Nurses have an important role to play in securing and improving PS with core actions
in error prevention and health promotion. However, there is evidence that PS is not sufficiently
integrated into undergraduate nursing programs. This does not help students to acquire scientific
knowledge and develop strong skills in order to ensure the safety of patients throughout their

professional lives.

Aim: The aim of the study is to explore Cypriot and Greek nursing students’ perception in
relation to the knowledge, attitudes and skills they have acquired in patient safety issues during
their undergraduate education program. In the context of patient safety, the present study also
explores students’ views of missed care, in terms of what they noticed during their clinical
practice, as well as their perceptions with regard to the possible causes and

potential consequences.

Methodology: A mixed method methodology was used using quantitative and qualitative
methods. Initially, document analysis (curricula, lessons outlines, national and European
legislation) was done, followed by a scoping review. Based on that document and review, a
descriptive-comparative approach was decided, whereas the data were collected through
guestionnaires on knowledge and attitudes, enriched with qualitative data as well. The study
sample consisted of all undergraduate nursing students in their third and fourth year across all
universities offering nursing programs in Cyprus (n = 243) and one university in Greece (n = 481).
Differences between the students' perceptions regarding the knowledge they received both in
the classrooms and in the clinical area was studied, as well as the differences between Greece
and Cyprus and between the years of studies. The following tools were used a) the 34-statement
Health Professional Education Survey Safety Patient (H-PEPSS) tool in order to explore
the students' self -assessment of the knowledge gained in classrooms and clinical practice b) the
23-statement Health Care Professionals Patient questionnaire safety Assessment Curriculum
survey (HPPSACS), to examine patient safety attitudes and skills, and (c) Open-ended questions

examined students’ perception about the type of care missed by nurses, the reasons and the
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outcomes of missed care. For the statistical analysis, the study advocated the nonparametric
Wilcoxon—test was used for detecting differences between the classroom and the clinical area
and Mann—Whitney test was used for detecting the differences between countries (Cyprus and
Greece) and between 3" and 4™ year of study. The qualitative data gathered through the open-

ended questions, were analyzed using a content analysis approach.

Results: The document analysis has indicated that patients’ safe issues are not taught clearly and
in consistency in the educational curriculum. Any possible reference to patient safety was done
in an indirect way, including the terms ‘safe care” awareness” and “identification of risks” into
the learning objectives and the philosophy of the lesson. At the same time, there is lack of
European Union guidance as to how patients’ safety standards and competencies can be
introduced in the curriculum. Students assessed the knowledge of patient safety significantly
higher (p <0.001) in the classroom (average = 4.0), compared to the clinical practice (3.7) (scale
1-5). In relation to the level of knowledge acquired, statistically significant differences were
recorded between the countries in all variables with the Cypriot students reporting a higher level
of acquired knowledge compared to the Greek students (p <0.001). The highest level of
knowledge was reported in "clinical safety" and the lowest in "teamwork". Regarding attitudes,
the lowest level of agreement referred to "Denial" (mean: 2.1 in a scale 1-5), which means that
students disagreed with the attitude of not reporting an error occurred. This attitude was found
to be statistically significant (p<0.001) between the countries with Cypriots reporting higher
compared to Greek students but no statistical differences between years of study. Finally,
according to students’ perception the nursing activities regularly missed concerned safe care,
basic needs, communication, respect and dignity, and needs assessment. Regarding the factors
that contribute to the occurrence of events were the lack of knowledge, understaffing and
workload. Finally, in relation to the effects of missed care students stated inhospital-acquired
infections, increased morbidity and mortality, a negative psychological, and emotional state and

reduced user satisfaction with health services.

Discussion: In this study, overall, students reported that they were more confident in their

knowledge about patient safety issues gained in the classroom setting than in the clinical

12



setting. The finding is a matter of concern in terms of cooperation and the interconnectedness
of the academic and clinical area, in order to advance patient safety competence and ingrain a
culture of safety within the undergraduate curriculum. Also, students reported self-perceived
learning about patient safety on the technical aspects higher than the sociocultural aspects (i.e
teamwork, leadership, communication, collaboration and risk management) in both settings. The
results indicate that the curricula do not place as much emphasis on the sociocultural issues of
patient safety. Students were, therefore, less familiar with the sociocultural issues of patient
safety which is an alarming finding, as national and international reports address patient safety
on a system-wide basis. That is supported by the least agreement found in this study in both
settings on collaboration and teamwork, in organizational issues and confidence in error
recognition and its reporting process. That is reinforcing by the fact, according to the findings of
the study that their scope of practice wasn’t clear so it was difficult in accepting responsibility for
their actions, being able to reflect on their clinical experiences and learn to collaborate as a team
member. Regarding attitudes, students expressed their intentions to report errors, however they
had a questionable attitude towards to the extend that areporting systems contribute to
minimize future errors; that could be due to lack of knowledge and understanding of its
importance and the fact that students seemed to lack the skills of reporting and discussing errors
reporting and discussing errors. Also, the higher score on perceived knowledge on patient safety
issues by the Cypriot students, compared to the Greek students, could be interpreted in various
ways, such as cultural differences, different assessments and different levels of critical thinking.
At the same time, it is the lack of clear European guidelines and policies that could affect the
effectiveness of nursing education at the macro level (Education), meso (organization of
academic and clinical space) and micro level (acquisition of skills). As far as the years of studies
are concerned, progress in nursing students' knowledge about patient safety tended to remain
stable or increased across the years in both settings in all dimensions. Finally, it became clear
that during their clinical practice students are exposed to missed care, which has an impact on
their professional socialization as they are the eyes and ears of the health system today and the

professionals of the future. Under the risk of acceptance of the omission phenomenon, it is
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suggested that patient safety development initiatives should be perceived as early as possible

during undergraduate education, particularly in the initial contact with the clinical space.

Conclusion: The findings of the study indicate that the current curriculum fails to promote
improved performance in the field of patient safety as a multifactorial and interprofessional
issue. Patient safety issues remain vague in nursing education, contrary to the strong
recommendations of various European and national organizations in the last decade. The findings
revealed several potentially important future directions for improving patient safety in teaching.
Therefore, the findings of this study could potentially lead to undergraduate program
improvement initiatives and offer proposals for nursing and teacher education programs,

building the bridge for quality and promoting the strategic changes needed in the health system.

Key words: nursing students, patient safety, undergraduate curriculum, knowledge, attitudes,
skills
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