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THEORY

Critical role of English in disciplinary learning
and intercultural communication

mmediate job training or future
orofessional development

Jaganathan, P., Pandian, A., & Subramaniam, |. (2014). Language courses, tfransversal skills and
transdisciplinary education: A case study in the Malaysian university. International Journal of

Education and Research, 2(2), 1-10.




Inifial focus ¢ C
Development of receptive languacg
skills: reading and listening

Longterm goadl

Development of a mindset of
self-direction and crifical
thinking skills




Understand, empathize, effectively
communicate with others

Collaborative task-based
communication tasks
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Sociolinguistic language usage norms
Making requests,

Giving / accepting suggestions,
Agreeing / disagreeing




Through collak
acftivities, students not only learn ¢
share disciplinary information but
synthesize and internalize that
Knowledge.



Language acgl
Disciplinary knowledge acquisition
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Self-directed, lifelong, learning



Limited student mastery of fechnology

Interpersonal communication
Enterfainment applications:
Music, videos, games
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technologies, and |
exploit them for learning purposes,
does not come spontaneously.
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It has to be taught and learned
from experience both in class
and out of class.



PRAC
Our story - Challenges

ESP (English for Specific Purposes) courses: ’rronsdiscipli

knowledge & development of fransversal skills

A collaborative self-directed mindset could facilifate our
ESP courses’ aims
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CHALLENGES:

- Fixed Curriculum

- Engagement and Resistance /

- Lack of Collaborative Skills, Critical Thinkirg Skills,
Creativity, Confidence



use coursebook activities as the bo

Projects

create related authentic scenarios, in which students
can role-play: e.g. a reporter of a news event

carry out research on the internet, decide which
source(s) best suits their purpose, evaluate themr’and
begin the process of critical thinking

Synthesize information and convey if in a cfeative way
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- collaborative
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- personally relevant and interesting

- common interests matched with curriculum ’rhemc’ri
units

COLLABORATION, CRITICAL THINKING, NEGOTIATION,
CREATIVITY
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- Google Drive, Google Slides (used 1o ¢
resources and produce materials synchronously or
asynchronously) —

- Viber/WhatsApp/Snapchat (chat) — /

- Mindmeister, Mindmup, Jamboard (online collaborative
mind Maps) -



||||

55 a5 25 £ a= =
/7 ¥ X1 IS
I ¥ ¥ ¥ F#W;

- PowerPoint/Google slides/ Prezi, software
posters (creative projects/presentations)

- Audio/Video recordings on mobile phones (short skif /
e.g. nurse/patient exchange, telling Santa what they

want for Christmas) —
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- Not everything has 1o be done at once
- Small and gradual steps

Gradual change of stfudents’ mindset and definitely well
worth the effort



Jaganathac

courses, transversal skills and transdis

study Iin the Malaysian university. International Journal ©
and Research, 2(2), 1-10.
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