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ABSTRACT  

Graphic symbols are widely used in Augmentative and Alternative Communication 

(AAC) for individuals with communication needs, such as children with Autism 

Spectrum Disorder (ASD). However, research on the suitability of symbol sets, iconicity 

and speech an

record the views of Cypriot speech and language therapists regarding iconicity and their 

preferences. The study involved 22 Cypriot speech and language therapists with 

experience in autism and the use of AAC, who participated in online sessions. Data were 

collected through the administration of assessment tools measuring the iconicity and 

preferences of graphic symbols, drawn from the symbol sets Pics for PECS, Makaton and 

Widgit. Iconicity emerged as a key differentiating factor and a determinant of preferences. 

A clear ranking of the symbol sets in terms of iconicity was identified, indicating 

differences in the iconicity of symbols across each set. Speech and language therapists 

preferred symbols dorm the Widgit set as mor immediately recognizable and easier to 

interpret. Iconicity was found to be a statistically significant predictor of preference. 

Iconicity plays a decisive role in the comprehension and evaluation of symbols and 

constitutes a primary criterion for selection in clinical practice. The findings can be 

utilized for the selection and development of more effective communication systems. The 

study contributes to the existing literature and highlights the importance of iconicity, 

laying the groundwork for future research with larger samples, the inclusion of 

individuals who rely on graphic symbol sets and the investigation of functionality in real-

life contexts.  

Keywords: Augmentative and Alternative Communication, Graphic Symbols, Autism 

Spectrum Disorder, Speech and Language Therapists, iconicity, preferences  


