HHEPIAHYH

H emkowmvia givatl n dtadikacio avtaAroyng 10E®V Kot TANPOQOPIOV AVALEGO GTO ATOLO Kot
etvan CoTikng onuaciog yia tov avlpomo. Ydpyovv dtopo To oroio Tapovstdlovy
TEPLOPIOUEV 1] KOOOAOV AEKTIKT EMKOVOVIN KOl £TGL Y10, VO, EMKOIVOVIGOLV YPNCUYLOTOL0VV
ovotipata Exravéntikng koaw Evadiaktikng Enkowoviag (EEE), 6nmg eivar 1o PECS ko to
MAKATON. Z16)0¢ ™G mapodcag epyoasiog nTov va diepevvioet to g ot Kdmpiot
AoyoBepamevtéc a&lomotovy ta cvotiuota EEE ota mhaicio twv Oepanentikdv T00g GUVESPLDV,
eotialovrog oto cvotnuata/ Yawooikd mpoypappota PECS kot MAKATON. v épgvva
ovppeteiyov 10 gyyeypoppévor AoyoBepamevtés, ot 0moiot oy EKTUOELIEVOL GTNV XPTOT) TOV
VO CLGTNUATOV PHECH CELVOPIMV Kot ¥PNGUYLOTOL0VV TO £Va At TO. VO OTIG GLVEIPIES TOVCE.
[TpaypatomomOnkav nut — dopunpéveg cuvevtebEels, oTIC omoieg ypnoonomonke AMota pe
EPMTNOELS TTOL AUPOPOVGAV KATOIES YEVIKEG TANPOPOPIES Y10 TNV EKTAIOELOT| TWV CUUUETEYOVIWOV
KaOdG kot yo v ypron Tov cvotudtov PECS kot MAKATON. Ta aroteléopata
avaAvnkay pécm Bepatikng avaivong. Ta evpipata avédei&ay mwg ot Kbmpior Aoyomabordyor
ypnopomroloHv to cvotnua PECS g meplopiopévo eacpa eTKovmoviaKdv d1otapoymy,
emnpealouevol amd TapdyovteG TOV apopovV T0 TEPPAAAOV, TOV 1310VG AAAL KUPIMS TO ATOLO.
Onwg eniong vroypoppiletat, ot AoyomaBordyot dev ypnotpomolovy moAd to PECS yuti
Bewpovv 6Tt ivart TOAD SOUNUEVO KOl GUUTEPLPOPITTIKO TPOYPULLLO. ZOUTEPAGHOTIKE, Ol
Kvnpiot AoyonaBoArdyotl Bewpovv 4Tt vTapy oLy BEATIOCELS TOL PUITOPOVV VAL YiVOUV £TGL MOTE TO
ovotnua PECS va yivel o arotedeopatikd Kot 0Tt 1 EMUOPOOOT) TOV AUEGOV TEPIPAALOVTOG
TOL OTOMOL £ival VYICTNG ONUAGTAG Y10 EMLTLYN KO ATOTEAEGILATIKT] XPNION TOV GLGTHLOTOG,.
Téhog, £va oNUOVTIKO GUUTEPAGLLO TOV TTPOKVATEL EIVOL 1] GTTOLOOLOTNTA TNG EMITAKTIKNG
avaykng ocvuveyols empdpemong twv Aoyonabordywv ota cvotiuota EEE, yio v mapoyn mo

TOLOTIKAOV VINPECLADV.
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ABSTRACT

Communication is the process of exchanging ideas and information between individuals and is
vital for humans. However, there are people who have limited, or no verbal communication and
they use Augmentative and Alternative Communication Systems (AAC) to communicate, such
as PECS and MAKATON. This study investigates how Cypriot Speech Therapists use AAC
systems in their therapeutic sessions, focusing on PECS and MAKATON systems/language
programs. The survey involved 10 registered Speech Therapists, who were trained in seminars
how to use the two systems and use one of the two at their sessions. Semi-structured interviews
were conducted, using a list of questions concerning some general information of the training of
participants as well as the use of the PECS and MAKATON systems. Thematic analysis was
used for the data analysis. The findings showed that Cypriot Speech Therapists use the PECS
system in a limited range of communication disorders, considering factors related to the
environment, themselves but mainly the patient. It is also underlined that Speech Therapists do
not use PECS much, because they consider it is a very structured and behavioral program. In
conclusion, Cypriot Speech and Language Pathologists believe that there are improvements that
can be made to make the PECS system more effective and that the training of the immediate
environment of the person is of paramount importance for a successful and efficient use of the
system. Finally, an important inference is the urgency and the great need for continuous training
of Speech Therapists in AAC systems so that high quality services are provided.
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