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[bookmark: _GoBack]Background: Extensive research has been conducted to explore the language skills of monolingual and bilingual children. However, there is still a critical gap in understanding the language development of bilectal individuals, which is a prevalent linguistic phenomenon worldwide. Additionally, accurately assessing the language skills of bilectal children poses a challenge. Existing literature suggests that children with Developmental Language Disorder (DLD) often struggle with oral narrative production at both macrostructural and microstructural levels.
Aims: This study aims to thoroughly examine the narrative macro and microstructure of 5-9-year-old Cypriot Greek-speaking children with DLD alongside their typically developing peers. Additionally, it endeavours to establish normative data specific to Greek Cypriot children.
Methods: Our research involved 100 Cypriot Greek-speaking children aged 5 to 9, divided into four groups: two comprising children with DLD and two comprising typically developing children of the same age. Language samples were collected using the Bus Story test and then analyzed at macrostructural (story grammar and episode elements) and microstructural (number of utterances, mean length of utterance, number of different words, and number of subordinated clauses) levels.
Results/Conclusions: Our findings reveal substantial discrepancies in storytelling abilities between children with typical language development and those with DLD across microstructural and macrostructural dimensions. This study underscores the accuracy of the retelling task for assessing narrative performance. It highlights the importance of establishing normative data for bilectal Greek Cypriot children to enhance clinical assessments and support clinicians in diagnostic and intervention practices.
Clinical Implications: Understanding the narrative abilities of bilectal Greek Cypriot children is crucial for identifying and intervening early in those with DLD. This can enhance their communication skills, academic performance, social interactions, and overall well-being, leading to better quality-of-life outcomes for children and families. This study provides important insights for designing targeted interventions and establishing normative data for accurate assessments.
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