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ABSTRACT  

The clear majority of masonry buildings in the Eastern Mediterranean region were 

designed and constructed with no seismic design considerations based on the standard 

design practice during the 50’s-70’s. These specific buildings pose significant seismic 

risk mainly due to the above, and requires complicated upgrading measures to increase 

its seismic capacity. Therefore, it is vital for communities to adopt the appropriate 

assessment tools in order to quantify their vulnerability and decide on the remedy 

measure to ensure their sustainability from future earthquake events. The scope of this 

work is to compare and illustrate the results from existing assessment methods for such 

buildings and emphasize their advantages in order to aid the selection of the most 

appropriate one.  
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